. N C . . ( Thomas Berry 3?’%&

] Director
Fssex Couwy Toxics and
Pollutanty Project
7 Main Street
. Wegt Orange N.J. 07052
(201) 325-1943

Deiinis Fcherty

Environwnental $pecialist
Division of Hazards Management
N.J. DEP

Yordville N.J., 08620

Dear Mr. Faherty:

As you are probatly aware, there are four large astestos dumps in the ares of
the Great Swanp National Wildlife Refuge. One dump is in the refuge, one {g

on the tanks of the Pasgaic River I{n Millington, and two are on property occupied
ty private residences. A news story, detailed maps, and other inforwacion ig
iacluded with cthig letter in cagse you do not know all of the detsils.

The New Jers2y Department of Environmental Protection, Divigion of Hazard Managenes
has deteroined chat thege dumps poge gerious hazardg and ghould be cleaned hp. '
Because of a lack of funds it {g unlikely cthat a state gpongored effort will

SYe cade in the near future. There are, however, many less expensive paths

of ac:zion throuzgh which cthe NJ DEP, U.S. EPA, Great Swaop National Wildlife

Refuge, and ccncermad citizeng can grestly reduce the threats posed ty thege

duzps. These dusps 2ate a0 extremely serious environmental problem and a real
threaz to huzax heaitk. The glituation can only get worse unless the following
things are done:

A trail in the putlicz access part of the Refuge actuslly leads to the exposed
surface oOf the dusop site which i{s 100 ydérds from a parking area. The cap of
gite £4 detally thig situation. The trail leading to the Jump must te closed
icnidiatly ty the Ra2fuge managoent and the dump site mugt bte removed from putlic
access through the posting of signg eand use of s fence. People coming to use

8 wilderness area cust not te unknowingly trought in contact with toxic wastes.

The tanks and ltottcm of GCreat Brook sre covered with the carcinogen. The agbestos
should te renoved from the bankg and bottom of the gstream and che baaks should

Le stabilized to keep the wagtesg out of the water, The gtream ghould te cloged

to fishing telow the dunp. These mesgures should also be carried out by the
Refuge management. .

The residents of the property where agtestos has been dumped ghould be {nforged
of the hazards of astestos exposure (mesothelioma which 1g %2100 fatal, stowach
cancer etc). Astesgtos in the immidfate vicinity of the homes shoyld te rewmoved.
The wellg on these gites should te tegted for astestosg, organic chemicalg, and
heavy metals. The NJ DEP could begt accomplish these tasks.

Errosion of the dumpsite tehind the TIFA plant {n Millington {3 out of control.
The topsoll i3 almost completely gone from the banks of the pile and {3 doing
nothing to keep the asgtestos out of the Pagsaic River. Thege tanks oust te
par=enently statilized. This should te undertaken ty TIFA, the NIDEP or the
Town of Millingtoen. '
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Tcst wellg, as called for in the DEP report, should be installed at the TIFA site

and {a the Crecat Swamp where btarrelg of organic waste residues are protruding
frou cthe ground and floating in the water.

The National Gypsum Company should te taken to court for creating a putlic
nuigance, violatfons of the gtate Water Pollution Control Act, Violationg of
the Yational Pollutant Discharge Eliminacion System, violation of gtate

solid waste regulations and the multitude of other laws that they have surely
violated. Oificials of thig company knowingly dumped hazardous wasteg into the
drinking water supply <f millions of people. The state has seen fit to indicte
officialg of Chemical Control for similar activitieg and the offences of National
Cjrsun are more gerious in that the Pagsaic River and the Buried Valley sole
source Aquifer are vital sources of drinking water while the Eliziteth River

i1s not potatle. The clean-up money availablé to New Jergey ls nesr zero while
the ligt of hazardous waste dumps is approaching 300. The state and federal
governoents must tegin to force individual pollutors to clean thier own wastes
aad cust also make exanples of the worgt violators.

Finally, concerned citizens and environmental groups should form an ad hoc group
to see that the protles is not perpetually pushed to the back burner and that
realistic approaches are taken towardg solving the protlenm.

In the face of dwindleing clean-up funds it {3 important that many agencles

and govern=ent todias share the respongitility of averting the dangers of
hazardous wastes.

stncerely.
7’ IR Io{'/

Thonas Berry./;//”
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Copizg to: ¥ E

Aathony Farrow, Atandoned Sites, Division oE Hazard Management, NJ DEP, Yardville
N.J. 08620, (609) 292-5561.

Charles Warren, Administrator U.S. EPA Region Il, 26 Federal Plaza,

New York, N.Y.
1C007 (Coatact Rich Cahill, (212) 264-2515).

Jack Fillio, Manager Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, Great Swamp National
Wildlife Refuge Road 1, Bog 148, Bagking Ridge N.J., 07920, (201) 647-1222

Michael Barta, 299 Lake Rd., Basking Ridge N.J. 07920
Rolert Dupont, Mayor Millington N.J., Millington N.J. 07946

Mr. Livingston, Director TIFA Inc., 5836 Division Ave., Millington N.J.,
07946, (201) 647-4570

Ralph Scarano, Rapid Induscrlal Supply, 430 Adams Street, Newark N.J., 07116
(201) 344-5715

Dennis Faherty, Envircnoental Specialigt, NJ DEP, Yardville N.J. 08620, (609)
2925561 _

Muriel Siz=s, Sgrinfield Highgchool, 237 S. Broad Street, Elizebeth N.J.; 07202.

Ed Lecyd, Exacu:

18 Ji
086C8, (6909%) 3353-7

iz2zzor, NJ PIRG, 204 West State Street, Trenton New Jergey,
475,

‘e

Zana Coco, Star Ledzar, 11 South Street, Morristown N.J., 07960, 539-7980
sharon McCrae, Echo-seatinal, 3 Hountaiﬁ Blvd. ,Warrea N.J., 07060

Inga saffron, Courier-News, Rt. 22, Bridgeater N.J., 08807, 7228800

Patty Pierucci, Bernardsville News, 17 Morristown Rd., Bernardsville N.J., 07924

- And possibly other peanberg of the media.
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SITZ #1: The old National Gypsum plant, ncw occupied iy TIFA. The asbejtos
duop eccuples the entire back of the property, adjacent to the Pagsalc Rivery
3y wslking along the bank of the river at the base of the agbestos pile one
csn easily observe that the sail cover ig erroding wholegale and asbestos iga
entering the water. UXZEURED landfilling ig also being done by TIPA on

the laad between the asbestos pile and the plaat.

Agbegtos wastes arc among
the materials being buried.
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. SITZ 92. This site 1s easily located by the large dove type tennis couct dire:tly
' actogs the road,

The name on the mail box at this site {g Hopking and a

goall btusines, The Plne Valley Trea Service algo occuples the site. Asbegtog
can be seen in the driveway and lining & road to the back of the property.,

- There are exposed piles of the material atthe back of the property and large

amountg of it covered with goil around the property. mé/&fs‘f
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SITZ 33, This ducp site {s on the property of the firgt houge on White Bridge
Road efter New Verncn Rd., 651 {s the houje number, The agbestos {5 at the
back of the horse pasture, adjacent to the brook, Agbestog can also be scen
exposed in the driveway, The topographical map cad the New Jersey road wmap
do not agree exactly on the roads at thig point but the gite should not be hard

to find.
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site #4. This gite {3 near a hiking trail in the Crast Swuzp. The parking lot
for the trail 1a just North of Great Brook on Long H{ll Road. The asbestos dunmp
is bordoered on the South by the brook and on the North by the trail, The agbestog
exterdds all of the way into the brook. Asbestos can also be secn paving the hiking
trail,
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